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“Failure comes only when we
forget our ideals, objectives
and principles.”

- Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru, First Prime
Minister of Independent India.

Shri Kapil Sibal, Minister of HRD
and Dr (Smt.) D. Purandeswari,
Minister of State of HRD, launching
the “Aakash Low Cost Access

KAPIL S|BAL Device (LCAD)”, in New Delhi on
MINGTER SN R October 5, 2011.
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Launch of '‘Aakash’ Heralds New Era In Technology-Based Learning

Shri Kapil Sibal, Hon’ble Minister of HRD
launched ‘Aakash’, a Low Cost Access-cum-
computing Device on October 5th, 2011. On
this occasion, the device was also distributed
to 500 students drawn from various institu-
tions of higher learning from across India. Shri
Sibal, while dedicating this device to the
students of India and the world, emphasized
that Aakash will be a major tool in the fight to
eliminate digital illiteracy.

The Minister invited all sections of society
including academics and industry to contrib-
ute their efforts in the campaign to enhance
the capability of Aakash and lower the cost of
the device. The Minister also appreciated the
efforts of the team that had conceptualized
and productionized this device.

Background
The three key objectives of the Higher

Education Policy of the Government of India
are:-

A Access
A Equity
A Quality
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In order to ensure that the Gross Enrolment
Ration (GER) continues to rise, the Government
of India sanctioned the National Mission on
Education through ICT (NMEICT).

The National Mission on Education through
Information and Communication Technology
(NME-ICT) was launched by the Ministry of HRD,
Govt. of India in February 2009 with one of the
largest outlays on education over a five-year
period anywhere in the world, particularly
when it is remembered that the budget amount
did not include the expenditure being made in
the normal course by the Central and State
governments.

Ever since its launch, the NMEICT has been
instrumental in bringing about a
“technology-based” revolution in the sphere of
Higher Education. Resting on the two principles
- CONNECTIVITY & CONTENT-CREATION - the
Mission goes forward to ensure easy access to
quality education for every student in the
country. To fulfill its aim to improve techniques
of propagation of education, the NMEICT makes
use of tools such as software packages,
Sci-labs, and videos.
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National Mission on Education through Information and Communication Technology

A 1t should be related to education delivery.
A 1t should involve faculty from different institutions
A All IP (Intellectual Property) created under projects

A All content should be created using open-source soft

A All content created under this Mission is for open







A South Korea 39%
A China 24%

A United States 16%
A India 16%

A Taiwan 5%

A Processor: 366 Mhz
A HD Video co-processor with Graphics accelerator
A Memory (RAM): 256MB RAM / Storage (Internal): 2GB

A Storage (External): 2GB (upto 32GB Supported)

A Peripherals - 2 Nos. of USB 2.0 ports

A Audio out: 3.5mm jack / Audio in: 3.5mm jack

A Display and Resolution: 76 LCD Resistive touch-screen

A Input Devices: Resistive touch screen with virtual

A Connectivity and Networking: WiFi IEEE 802.11 a/b/g
A Power and Battery: 2100 mAh (Up to 180 minutes on

A 0S: Android 2.2

A Document Rendering

A Supported Document formats: DOC, DOCX, PPT, PPTX, XLS,

XLSX, ODT, ODP

A PDF viewer, Text editor

A Multimedia and Image Display

A Image viewer supported formats: PNG, JPG, BMP and GIF

A Supported audio formats: MP3, AAC, AC3, WAV, WMA

A Supported video formats: MPEG2, MPEG4, AVI, FLV
Communication and Internet

A Web browser - Standards Compliance: xHTML 1.1 compliant,

A Separate application for online YouTube video
A Safety and other standards compliance
A CE certification / RoHS certification




Gyandarshan-l delivered, on 24X7 basis, educational

24X7 basis, on 26th January, 2004, and is named as 0OVyas
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