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“We need a better education system. We need a better health care system. We need 
investment in education and health care. We need modern infrastructure. It is through the 
application of modern science and technology that we hope to march forward.

More than the resources, however, we will require imagination and innovation to succeed. 
People of India origin worldwide can contribute mightily to this effort. In the past few years 
we have already experienced what has been called a “reverse brain-drain.” I would prefer 
to call this “brain gain” or, indeed, a meeting of minds. "

Dr. Manmohan Singh
Prime Minister

(addressing Indian Community
in USA, November 25, 2009, Washington D.C)

Excerpt from Prime Minister's speech to the Indian Community in Washington

It gives me immense pleasure to present this Special progress, be it in terms of  intellectual capital, financial 

Issue of MHRD's Newsletter on Higher Education, contribution, skills or guidance. 

dedicated to the Indian Diaspora, on the eve of the 9th Indian Higher Education sector is currently standing at 
Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas. This special issue is a tribute the threshold of a new dawn and it needs all impetus to 
to the relationship, which the members of the Diaspora surge forward and enter a new era, wherein, more and 
share with their country, despite living abroad for so more students shall have access to better opportunities, 
many years. This newsletter endeavours to bring the institutions shall have world-class infrastructural facilities 
NRIs/PIOs up to date with the salient features of the and the Indian professionals shall be able to compete 
Indian Higher Education sector as also the policy with the best in the world.
initiatives taken to make it more self-reliant and 

Through this special issue, I would like to invite the Indian qualitative.
Community abroad to be a part of India's ambitious 

For years now, Indians have made a name for mission for a world-class Higher Education system.
themselves in different parts of the world, through 

sheer dint of hard work, talent and strong ethics. 

Therefore, it is only natural that they should now head Ms. Vibha Puri Das,
Secretary (HE)towards their motherland and contribute towards its 
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www.education.nic.in.
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India never ceases to fascinate the world with its the joint responsibility of Central and State 

plurality and paradoxes. And studying or teaching in Governments. However, it is the Central Government  

India is only one among various other elements that that is responsible for coordination and maintenance 

have captured the attention of the world population. of quality standards in the Institutions of Higher 

The amazing quality of professionals that the Indian Education. Universities are established under 

education system produces continues to amaze the legislations passed by Central as well as State 

top employers, both here and abroad. The rapid Governments and degrees are awarded only by 

strides that the Indian economy is taking compelled Universities, Institutes of National Importance and 

the Government to accelerate the upgradation of Institutions “Deemed to be Universities.” 

the country's education system. As a result, it would 

be interesting to read about India's journey to 
India boasts of 504 Universities/University Level become a self-reliant nation, which is also a world 
Institutions and about 25,951 colleges. The figure of leader in imparting education.
504 includes 40 Central Universities, 296 State 

Universities, 130 Deemed to be Universities and 33 

India is a large country, accounting for 2.4% of the Institutes of National Importance. Total number of 

total world area as well as being home to 17% of the students enrolled into Universities and Colleges is 

total world population. It is an ancient civilization, approximately 16 million. About 3 million students are 

with roots planted deep in the past, which explains enrolled in distance learning courses while the Gross 

the rich diversity that the country enjoys in terms of Enrolment Ratio (GER) is about 12.4%. Total intake in 

religions, ethnicities, social and cultural values, Technical Education, which is about 2 million in 

languages and economic status. India, being the degree and diploma programmes, is set to rise 

world's largest democracy as well as a rapidly considerably because of the recent decision to 

growing economy, depends very much on its increase engineering seats by 2 lakh and those in the 

manpower, which has to be both skilled and management courses by another 80,000. 

educated.  
The University Grants Commission (UGC) is the apex 

Therefore, the country needs a sound education body in the Higher Education sector while the All India 

system, which caters to the needs of its population Council for Technical Education (AICTE) looks after 

as well as fulfills its goals as a nation too. With more the Technical Education sector. Other statutory 

than 12% of Indians going to be in the age group 18- bodies, which govern the various disciplines of Higher 

24 years, we are looking at a very large productive Education, are:- Medical Council of India (MCI), 

population in the coming years, which needs all Dental Council of India (DCI), Pharmacy Council of 

possible avenues of quality education and complete India (PCI), National Council for Teacher Education 

skills. As a result, the country's need for higher (NCTE), Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI), Indian 

education institutions is more profound than ever. Council for Agriculture Research (ICAR) and Bar 

Council of India (BCI), etc.

A vibrant democracy like India has to face challenges Under the Constitution of India, Higher Education is 

in keeping its Higher Education system up to date with 

Statistics At A Glance:

India-The Largest Democracy:

Indian Higher Education
Major Challenges:Constitutional Provisions:

INDIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM-A Journey In Quality & Self-Reliance
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the international standards. Major challenges that new IITs, 10 new NITs, 20 new IIITs, 5 IISERs 

the country faces in the field of Higher Education are and 7 new IIMs. Besides, there are plans to 

related to: set up about a 1000 new Polytechnics and 2 
1) Expansion of access through all modes new SPAs.

including Distance Learning
3) Faculty Development: Great teachers build 

2) Equity and Inclusion
great nations. To help the country realise its 

3) Excellence (Quality and Governance 
true potential, it needs quality teachers. Reforms)
Therefore, in order to attract the best talent 4) Vocational Education and Skill Development
in teaching and research in the Higher 5) Development of Indian Languages

Education sector, the Government is 
The Government wants to increase the GER to at 

planning to revamp 56 Academic Staff 
least 30% in the coming decade. To achieve this, a 

Colleges for Faculty Training besides 
substantial increase in the intake capacity is already 

expanding the research programmes and 
underway while the Government is making efforts 

projects undertaken in different parts of the 
to increase the transition rate at the Secondary 

country through increased funding. There 
level. The overall scenario would require both 

will also be an increase in the number and 
quantitative & qualitative expansion of Higher 

amount of fellowships.Education in the country. This can be possible 

4) National Education Mission Through ICT: through large-scale private sector investment into 

By increasing the ICT infrastructure and the sector, although, that should not be for 

commercialization. connect iv i ty  to a l l  Col leges and 

Universities, the Government will ensure 

that high quality e-content is provided to 
In the XIth Five-Year Plan (2007-2012), there are 

the students, which will help them in 
provisions to improve the Higher Education sector 

understanding their subject better. 
according to the national policy. For this, the XI Plan 

5) Financial Support To Students: Initiatives in outlines a planned approach consisting of the 
this regard include: the Central Scheme to following: 
provide Interest Subsidy (CSIS) to students 

1) GER Targets: Total enrolment of the 
in education loans, 50% hike in the amount 

students to be increased from 16 million 
of Junior Research Fellowships, GATE 

to 21 million by 2012 and achieving a 
qualified M. Tech. Scholarship enhanced 

growth rate of 8.9% in enrolment. 
from Rs. 5000 to Rs. 8000 per month.

Besides, the Government is aiming to 

achieve an additional enrolment of 6.13 It is self-evident that Higher Education remains an 

million in Colleges and 0.87 million in instrument of vital importance that will help India build 

Universities. a knowledge-based society of the 21st Century. 

Aforementioned policy initiatives will help in further 2) Institutional Expansion: Plans are 

progress of the sector and similar interventions in the underway to set up 30 new Central 

future will continue to enhance the quality and scope Universities, including 14 Innovation 

of Higher Education for every student.Universities, 374 new Degree Colleges, 8 

Initiatives Being Taken:
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UGC 'Encore': Scheme for Enhancing 

Faculty Resources of Universities

SPDC:

AICTE Scheme of Emeritus Fellowship:

Know India Programme:

Summer Camp of ICCR:

Schemes Targeting Students
DASA:

technical education provided at Indian institutions. 

The scheme, mainly aimed at seeking admissions for 

the Engineering Programs, was started in 2001 and Recognising the intellectual and scholarly 
since then, it has offered admission to scores of resources available outside the mainstream, this 
undergraduate students in NITs, IIITs and other scheme taps these resources for professionals and 
premier technical institutions in the country. The special ists in publ ic-sector and pr ivate 
DASA scheme is applicable to NRIs/PIOs as well as organisations. These resources are then enlisted to 
foreign nationals.stimulate the instructional and research 

programmes being run by various Indian 

Universities. The targeted professionals will also 
The Scholarship Programme for Diaspora Children 

benefit from this scheme since they will get an 
(SPDC) scheme is being offered by the Ministry of 

opportunity to pay back to the society as well as add 
Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA)(Diaspora Division), 

to their curriculum vitae.
under which assistance is provided to students to take 

up studies in Professional and Non-professional 

courses, except for the medical and related courses. Under this scheme, fellowships are awarded to 
This scheme mainly provides financial assistance in highly qualified and experienced retired Professors 

the form of tuition fee, admission fee and post to work at various Institutions approved by the 

admission services. SPDC is applicable to students AICTE. The fellowship is awarded for proposing, 

belonging to the Indian Diaspora based in about 40 executing, guiding and monitoring projects in 

countries with a significant concentration of PIOs.various fields as well as for carrying out research 

and development in areas of professional as well as 

technical education.
In order to help the Diaspora youth develop an 

Besides, there are Fellowships at various institutes understanding of the different facets of life in India, the 
and government departments, which are aimed at Know India Programme of the MOIA is conducted for 
utilizing the services of experienced academicians, the duration of 3 weeks. This programme is conducted 
foreign scholars and researchers to carry out in collaboration with the State Governments and the 
research work in various fields like Administration, participants are accorded traditional hospitality, which 
Social Science, Science & Technology, Bio- includes presentations on India's political and 
Technology and Cultural Relations. These developmental progress as well as interactions with 
Fellowships are offered at: IIAS, ICSSR, 

eminent academics, visits to villages, etc.
Department of Science and Technology, 

Department of Bio-Technology and ICCR.

The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) 

grants scholarship to students to allow them to have a 

glimpse of real India. Winter and Summer camps are 

organized with foreign students , which familiarise the The Direct Admission of Students Abroad (DASA) is 
participants with the country as well as allow them a a scheme of the Ministry of Human Resource 
chance to live here and see for themselves what it is Development, aimed at helping seekers of global 

like to live in India.technical education be a part of the high quality 

Schemes To Attract Faculty
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U N E S C O  U N I T W I N /  C H A I R S  

PROGRAMME:

World Intellectual Property Organization 

(WIPO) and India:

MHRD Intellectual Property Rights 

Chairs (IPR Chairs):

Obama-Singh Knowledge Initiative:

Out of these 20 MHRD  IPR Chairs, six (6) IPR 

Chairs are in universities (i.e. CUSAT, Cochin; 

Faculty of Law, University of Delhi; Delhi School of This programme was launched in 1992 with the aim 
Economics; Jawaharlal Nehru University; and of developing inter-university cooperation while 
University of Madras), six (6)  IPR Chairs are in IITs emphasizing the transfer of knowledge between 
(Delhi, Kanpur, Kharagpur, Bombay, Roorkie and universities and promotion of academic solidarity 
Madras), five (5) IPR Chairs are in National Law across the world. UNITWIN  short for the University 
Universit ies (NLSIU, Bangalore; NALSAR, Education Twinning and Networking Scheme - 
Hyderabad; WBNUJS, Kolkata; NLIU, Bhopal; and operates through the establishment of the UNESCO 
NLIU, Jodhpur) and three IPR chairs in IIMs Chairs and UNESCO networks, which are also 
(Kolkata, Bangalore and Ahmedabad).d e s i g n a t e d  a s  U N I T W I N  p r o j e c t s .  

UNESCO/UNITWIN Chairs project deal with the Each IPR Chair can have 2 researchers who will be 
training and research activities in all major fields of paid research fellowship as per UGC/AICTE 
knowledge within UNESCO's competence such as research fellowship norms. The appointment of 
education, human rights, cultural development, MHRD-IPR chairs Professor is made in accordance 
environment, basic and engineering sciences, with the rules and guidelines of the UGC.
communication etc. 

In 2010, Ministry of Human Resource 

Development (MHRD) has conveyed approval to 
WIPO was formally created by the Convention the following Universities/Institutions for setting up 
Establishing the World Intellectual Property of UNESCO Chairs in the fields indicated against 
Organization which came into force on May 1, 1975. their names:- 1) TERI University, New Delhi 
Most of the important work at WIPO pertaining to the (Proposed Chair Name: Climate Science & Policy); 
Copyrights and Related Rights is done through its 2) Sarojini Naidu School of Arts & Communication, 
committee namely, the Standing Committee on University of Hyderabad  (Community Media); 3)  
Copyright and Related Rights (SCCR). At present Banaras Hindu University (Peace & Intercultural 
the following agenda items are being discussed in Understanding); 4) Ramakrishna Mission 
SCCR of WIPO:Vivekananda University (Inclusive Adapted 

Physical Education).
 1. Protection of broadcasting organizations:

2. Protection of audiovisual performances.

 
3. Limitations and exceptionsUnder the Intellectual Property Education, 

Research and Public Outreach (IPERPO) scheme 

has set up 20 MHRD  IPR Chairs in various 
The Obama-Singh 21st Century Knowledge Initiative 

universities and institutes for development and 
was launched during the visit of Hon'ble Prime 

growth of IPR education, research and training. 
Minister to the USA in November, 2009. Both the 

IPERPO Scheme aims to encourage studies and 
Governments have pledged $ 5 million for this 

research in the area of intellectual property rights by 
endeavour which will fund University linkages and 

setting up IPR Chairs in recognized Universities and 
Junior Faculty Development. The University Grants 

Institutions of Higher Education. 
Commission, the apex body for Universities in India, 

Avenues for Global Partnerships
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has made a provision of Rs 25 crores for this  

purpose. A Joint Working Group (JWG) with three A Memorandum of Understanding between Yale 
members each from USA and India has been University, New Haven, Connecticut, USA, and India 
constituted for implementation of the programme. Institute of Technology, Kanpur, India and Indian 
The programme has the following broad Institute of Management, Kozhikode, India was 
components: faculty development, academic signed on October 28, 2010 at New Delhi. The MoU 
leadership programmes, development of aims at developing leadership programmes in the 
community colleges and enhancing Institutional area of Higher Education. The partnership, which 
linkages. would take effect from January 2011, will be sited in 

two new Centres of Excellence for Academic 

Leadership (CEAL) to be established at IIM, 

Kozhikode and IIT, Kanpur.

The UK-India Education and Research Initiative 

(UKIERI) is a bilateral programme which aims to 

substantially improve educational links between Named after Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri, one of the most 
India and UK so that in the long term we become prominent and dynamic Prime Ministers of India, the 
each other's partner of choice in education. The Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute was conceived and 
main strands of the initiative are to increase later found its germination and edifice in 1968 through 
research collaborations, staff exchanges, joint a mutual proclamation of the governments of Canada 
teaching and curriculum development, professional and India. This bi-national research organization was 
and technical skills, collaborative degrees, set up to improve the quality of life of the people of 
conference and seminars, etc. UKIERI covers the Canada and India by building and strengthening 
full spectrum of the education sector, from schools intellectual and cultural linkages through research, 
to high-level academic research. However, given dialogue and exchange. Its broad-based initiatives 
the relative importance of higher education support the creation of bi-national links between 
exchange and research, the bulk of funding under academia, government, the business community and 
the initiative is focused on the funding of joint civil society organizations by funding research and 
research projects. The UK Prime Minister David hosting seminars. 
Cameron and Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 

announced in July 2010 the extension of the 

successful UKIERI programme with the following 

aims:- A number of MOUs/Agreements have been signed in 

the recent past between India and foreign institutions 
· To ensure that India and the United Kingdom 

for partnership and exchange programmes. Some of 
have well educated and trained workforce, allowing 

them are:-
them to compete in the global market place; and

! MOU between IIT Ropar and Glasgow Research 
· To develop a jointly funded 5-year education Partnership in Engineering, UK
and research initiative that meets the priorities and 

! MOU between IISER Pune and University of 
needs of both countries. Glasgow

! MOU between IIT Ropar and Imperial College, The new phase of the UKIERI programme, 

London“UKIERI-2” will be funded by both the governments 

and will start in April 2011. ! MOU between IISER Pune and Southeast-India 

Partnership Network, UK

Yale-India Leadership Programme:

UK-India Education and Research 

Initiative (UKIERI):

Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute:

Agreements between Indian and Foreign 

Institutions:
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! MOU between IISER Pune and University Human Resource Development processes 

College London, UK scholarships offered to India by various foreign 

countries under Cultural/Educational Exchange ! MOU between UGC and Leadership 
Programmes. These Scholarships enable Indian Foundation for Higher Education, UK on Leadership 

Development Programme students to study abroad at the level of Post 

Graduate/Ph. D/Post Doctoral Research work. The ! MOU between Associat ion of Indian 
Ministry of Human Resource Development acts as a Universities and Universities Australia
cand ida te -nomina t ing  agency  fo r  t hese  

! MOU between Tata Energy Research Institute 
scholarships. At present, such scholarships are (TERI) and Deakin University, Australia
offered by UK, New Zealand, Belgium, Italy, Turkey, 

! MOU for Academic Collaboration, between the 
Korea, Japan, China, Israel, Mexico, Norway and 

IITs and ParisTech  Paris Institute of Science and 
Czech etc.Technology, France 

! MOU for setting-up an International Joint The Pravasi Bhartiyas and the Pravasi Bhartiya 

Laboratory between Institute de Recherche Pour Le Organisations/Institutions may consider instituting 
Development, France and the Indian Institute of scholarships for meritorious Indian students to study 
Science, Bangalore abroad. The Ministry of Human Resource 

Development will be happy to nominate suitable 

candidates against such scholarships.The External Scholarship Division of the Ministry of 

External Scholarship:

! The Central Hindi Directorate under the MHRD languages as possible; to provide links between users of 

translated materials at different levels and; to prioritise has decided to use its Voluntary Hindi Organisations 

the translations of pedagogic materials at all levels. (VHOs) across the country to impart computer 

applications and multilingual Desktop Publishing Under the NTM, University level knowledge texts in 

(DTP) training in Hindi. about 69 disciplines in English would be translated into 

the 22 scheduled Indian languages to facilitate students 
!· In order to promote the regional languages, the 

to study the subjects in languages with which they are 
MHRD is taking steps to set up a Centre of Excellence 

familiar. This project shall take place in a phased 
for Studies in Classical Languages in Kannada and 

manner.
Telugu. Besides, it is also going to institute 

International as well as National Awards for scholars of !· The Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (RSKS), a 
eminence in these languages. Both the steps are a deemed University with Centres for Pali and Prakrit 
follow-up action on the decision taken by the Union Studies, one each in Lucknow and Jaipur, promotes 
Cabinet last year in which Kannada and Telugu were these two languages in addition to the Sanskrit 
declared as classical languages. language. In this direction, the RSKS has proposed to 

publish Palli canons, rare Pali and Prakrit texts, and 
!· In addition to the above, the Government also 

dictionaries   in these   languages. It has also approved the setting up of National Translation 
l a u n c h e d  a  t r i l i n g u a l  w e b s i t e  r e c e n t l y,  Mission (NTM). This scheme has been approved for 
www.sanskrit.nic.in, which is available in Sanskrit, implementation on the recommendations of the 
Hindi and English. The website hosts 63 Sanskrit e-National Knowledge Commission.  The main 
Books, 537 rare Sanskrit digitised books and one objectives of the scheme are:- setting up a clearing 
Sanskrit journal on it.house for all translation activities in as many Indian 

Steps Taken To Promote Indian Languages:
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India, the world's largest democracy, is home to Germany, Greece and the UK also join Indian higher 

about 17 percent of the total population of the world. education institutions to avail better opportunities in 

With its rich cultural heritage and values of peace, the world.

love and harmony, several religions and ethnicities 
 According to a latest study, on the profile of 

live peacefully here, making the country one of the 
international students in the country, the Indira Gandhi 

most dynamic and vibrant in the world. It is this 
National Open University (IGNOU), which imparts 

vibrant and colourful image of India that attracts 
distance education, has the maximum number of 

students from various parts of the world seeking 
foreigners studying its courses. After IGNOU, the 

study opportunities in Indian higher educational 
Pune University, the Manipal University, the Delhi 

institutions. 
University and the Birla Institute of Technology and 

A major chunk of foreign students who take Science, Pilani, are the rest of the top 5 Institutes 

admission into Indian institutions comes from the attracting bulk of foreign students.

Middle Eastern region, especially the United Arab 
Schemes like DASA (Direct Admission of Students 

Emirates while closer home, Nepal is the country, 
Abroad) and SPDC (Scholarship Programme for 

which sends the largest number of its students to 
Diaspora Children), through which students are 

India to pursue further education.
selecting the desired destination for study in India, 

Over the years, the United States of America, also help the diaspora children in assimilating into the 

which boasts of an excellent education system, has Indian scenario.

also begun to send its students to India for higher 
Details about the top 10 countries, from where, 

education. 
EdCIL(India) Ltd, [A Government of India Enterprise], 

Students, both NRIs and foreigners, from has placed students, both NRIs and foreigners, into 

countries like Sri Lanka, Saudi Arabia, Kenya, Iran, various educational institutions in India since 2004-05, 

Afghanistan, Mauritius, Oman, Bahrain, Canada, are given in the table below:

India  Home To The World In Higher Education

Nepal

Bhutan

Sri Lanka

Oman

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Bahrain

Kuwait

Qatar

USA

Country 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 NRIs/Foreigners

45

4

6

45

18

99

33

39

14

3

77

9

6

34

22

116

22

35

14

5

81

32

12

37

29

110

25

30

14

7

140

63

11

39

51

95

27

39

36

10

216

34

14

54

59

116

39

54

34

18

332

31

30

69

54

147

25

67

45

17

356

71

26

20

19

12

7

7

5

4

Foreigners

Foreigners

Foreigners

NRI

NRI

NRI

NRI

NRI

NRI

Foreigners



The Union Minister for
Human Resource Development

Shri. Kapil Sibal
& the UK Minister for
Universities & Science

Mr. David Willetts
at the signing ceremony

Of the UKIERI-2
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Shri Kapil Sibal in a meeting with 
the President, Yale University, USA 

Dr. Richard Levin

Shri Kapil Sibal at the signing 
ceremony of the four
MoUs on Education 

between Scotland and India
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